[Incidence and cost of hospitalizations for bronchiolitis and respiratory syncytial virus infections in the autonomous community of Valencia in Spain (2001 and 2002)].
To assess the incidence and costs of hospitalizations for bronchiolitis and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infections the Autonomous Community of Valencia, Spain. The minimum data set (MDS) of the Autonomous Community of Valencia was analyzed. Hospital discharges with the codes for bronchiolitis (with or without etiologic determination) and RSV infections occurring in 2001 and 2002 in children less than 2 years old were included. Second cases of bronchiolitis and RSV infections of possible nosocomial origin occurring during prolonged hospitalization were excluded. The average cost of hospitalization in a pediatric ward was estimated at euro 310.30 per day. To calculate the incidence, we assumed that 95 % of the hospitals reported to the MDS; the population used was that of the National Census, 2001. A total of 3,705 hospitalizations were obtained, of which 3,507 were coded as bronchiolitis and 42.2 % of these were RSV-positive. Virological assessment varied greatly among hospitals. Hospitalizations were most frequent between October and April, with no differences between the two years. The incidence of bronchiolitis hospitalization was 40.2 cases/1000 children < 1 year/year, with an average annual cost of 3,618 thousand Euros. The cost of bronchiolitis hospitalizations is high. Microbiological investigation is low in some hospitals, leading the economic impact of RSV on society to be underestimated.